To Ukraine With Love

By Dr. Anthony Slutz on Aug 11, 2026 03:30 am
A Testimony From The Heart Of An SBM Board Member

Thirty-five years ago, Evangelist

Neil Cadwell visited Ukraine and, )
while there, fell in love with the 4 T asgny RS
country and its people. The , o :
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist [e

Republic had existed from 1922 Z(éra[ng <
to 1991. After the fall of the 14 tt : =
Soviet Union, it became an o
independent nation. Evangelist
Cadwell came home from his trip =
to Ukraine and founded the e D g

Slavic Baptist Institute in 1996,

for the purpose of assisting local Ukrainian churches in training leaders “grounded
in biblical doctrine and sound ministry philosophy.” In the 30 years since its
beginning, SBI has graduated 200 such men and women who are serving their
churches, having been trained and equipped to be more effective leaders.
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Dr. Cadwell was called to his eternal home in 2017, and in 2020 Dr. Rick Arrowood
became SBM’s Executive Director. Under his leadership the Slavic Baptist
Institute has continued, even as Ukraine fights to maintain its independence from
Russia, which invaded Ukraine in 2022.

Slavic Baptist Mission (the umbrella organization that is based in Muncie, Indiana)
has, in recent years, expanded like ministries, into Southeast Asia and India under
the leadership of our Missionary Derek Thomas. Derek and his wife, Julie, serve
under the auspices of Slavic Baptist Mission. The Bible Institute in Southeast Asia
held its first graduation service in January of this year. There were 16 graduates and
a student body of 72. A graduate-level program has been started that will offer twice-
yearly sessions designed to “strengthen doctrinal foundation and sharpen ministry
skills.” The gospel, through this ministry in Southeast Asia is finding its way deeper
into the country, with churches being organized. Similar evangelistic efforts in India
are producing encouraging results in Pune, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Chennai, and
Kolkata. Derek writes: “We count it a joy to serve alongside faithful men in India and
are deeply grateful for the expanding opportunities to strengthen national leaders
and facilitate the proclamation of the gospel.” Three conferences were held in three
locations in January, with around 260 pastors in attendance.
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Back to the ministry in Ukraine. Slavic Baptist Mission has distributed almost 20
million pounds of humanitarian aid and over one million New Testaments there since
2022, through an outreach known as COMPASSION FOR UKRAINE. The gospel
has been given out, along with food and material aid, while churches have been
started and believers strengthened.

Dr. Arrowood, with his wife, Dolly, travels thousands of land and air miles each year,
introducing SBM & SBI to local churches and pastors. This year, Dr. Arrowood
visited Ukraine and, with his assistant, Rev. Carl Lindermon and Derek, who serves
as the President of Slavic Baptist Institute. Carl has been going over and teaching
at SBI for 26 years. They all were present for the graduation service on this 30" year
of the Institute.

They was there when Russia unleashed a merciless attack on Kiev. The deadly
missiles drove them, with their Ukrainian hosts, to basements and shelters for safety.
| heard Bro. Arrowood say, “This trip was life-changing for me.” Churches and their
members, who live with this daily in Ukraine, are testifying that war cannot stop the
power of the gospel from reaching and changing the hearts of people. Churches are
meeting with capacity crowds; people are being saved and added to the church. The
ravages of war cannot mute the singing of God’s people, who gather together to
worship; nor can it thwart the power of the Holy Spirit of God in regenerating men
and women and children who trust in Him, calling upon Jesus Christ to save them
from their sins.

It was my privilege to visit Ukraine in the late 1980s, just as the former Soviet Union
was beginning to open up to the visits of foreigners. The late Evangelist Ed Nelson
and myself, with a few other people, were guided by Natasha Vins as we visited
believers—many of whom had suffered in Soviet prisons in Russia (Moscow, St.
Petersburg) and Ukraine (Kiev, Kharkov, Rostov on Don)—and preached,
participated in the Lord’s Table, and conducted seminars for pastors. | too fell in love
with the Russian and Ukrainian people. | had prayed for Natasha’s father and family
for years before her father, the late Georgi Vins, was released from prison in a swap
of Russian prisoners for some Russian spies who were being detained in America.
The then-U.S. president, Jimmy Carter, negotiated this swap. So, every meeting in
Russia and Ukraine was an experience that | had to pinch myself to see if it was real
or not! After we landed in Moscow, taxiing to our hotel, we were stunned to see a
huge billboard that read, “God Bless America!”

| was honored to serve on Brother Cadwell’s mission board, and | am serving still
under the leadership of Dr. Arrowood, though in an “emeritus” capacity.
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| urge any pastor who reads this, or any lay person, to pray about and seriously
consider having Dr. Arrowood present to your church the ministry of Slavic Baptist
Mission. Through this faith ministry, the gospel is reaching into Ukraine and now
Southeast Asia and India.

This ministry needs partners; and it is certainly worthy of your prayers and help.

Contact Dr. Arrowood at rickarrowood@slavicbaptistmission.orq or by phone at
(317) 504.4102.

‘For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints,
but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.” (2 Cor.9:12)

Pastor Anthony Slutz served as senior pastor at Thompson
Road Baptist church for 40 years (1979-2019). He and his
wife, Ellen, have three children and seven grandchildren. A
graduate of Bob Jones University, Pastor Slutz has received
post graduate degrees from Central Baptist Theological
Seminary, Dallas Theological Seminary and an honorary
doctorate from Bob Jones University. A native of lowa, he
married Ellen Beshears in her hometown of North Wilkesboro,
NC in 1965. Before moving to Indianapolis, Pastor Slutz
pastored the Gideon Baptist Church of Wichita, KS and Liberty Baptist Church of Newton,
KS. He serves on several mission boards and is both former president and trustee of the

IFBF. He has served on the Slavic Baptist Mission Board of Trustees for more than 35.
Years.

3|Page


https://us.list-manage.com/9zEkO6oTynH?e=6c5813f19c&c2id=1bc71a9e289eadbb9025eaa872df9829
https://us.list-manage.com/9zEkO6oTynH?e=6c5813f19c&c2id=1bc71a9e289eadbb9025eaa872df9829
mailto:rickarrowood@slavicbaptistmission.org

